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European Commission Seeks to Circumvent the
Court’s Ruling

In 2016 and again in 2018 the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU) ruled that Western Sahara is
not part of Morocco and Morocco has no jurisdiction
or sovereignty over the non self governing territory
of Western Sahara. The CJEU made it clear that the
people of Western Sahara must be regarded as a
‘third party’ and can only be affected by the
implementation of EU-Morocco agreements if they
have consented.

To circumvent the ruling of the CJEU the European
Commission has proposed an amendment to the
Association Agreement.

Nothing in the Commission’s proposal suggests that the Commission has respected the CJEU
judgment. Rather than seek the consent of the people of Western Sahara, the Commission
has resorted to a “consultation process” of Moroccan elected officials and Moroccan
economic operators. 

The Commission claims that 112 associations or institutions have taken part in their
“consultations”, and that there is general support for the agreement. This is wrong. Of the
112 associations  listed as being consulted, 94 have either never been invited by the
Commission for such talks, or have specifically refused to meet, as such talks fail to meet
the CJEU’s prerequisite of consent. 

Although we were never consulted WSC is included in the list.   

Read our correspondence with the EEAS

Instead of seeking consent from the people of Western Sahara (as the CJEU
demands) – the Commission it has been in ‘consultation’ with the ‘population’.
Today that population consists of a majority of Moroccan settlers, and leaves out
the majority of the Saharawi people that have fled their homeland either during
the war or as a consequence of the dire human rights situation under Moroccan
occupation. The CJEU never mentions the population of Western Sahara.

On 16 July the European Council voted in favour of the amendment. It now needs the
approval of the European Parliament. 

Take Action. 
Help stop this unjust, immoral and unethical amendment 
Write to your MEPs urging them to oppose the amendment when it comes to the European
Parliament.

Find your MEP here Remember all the MEPs in your region represent you so you can e-mail
or write to them all.

Points to make:
•	The Commission has not sought the consent of the Saharawi people.
•	Although the Commission acknowledges that it does not recognize Morocco’s sovereignty
over Western Sahara it has made no effort to seek the consent of the people of Western
Sahara or to include them in the negotiation process.
•	The Commission argues that the agreement will benefit the local population. This is
irrelevant; the CJEU ruled that the Saharawi people need to consent.
•	Instead after the proposed amendment was initialed with Morocco on 31 January 2018 the
Commission engaged in “consultation”.
•	The WSC did not engage in consultation but it is listed by the Commission as having been

Search wsahara.org.uk

Advanced search

WESTERN SAHARA CAMPAIGN UK

The Western Sahara Campaign works in
solidarity with the Saharawi people to generate
political support in order to advance their right
to self-determination and to promote their
human rights.
Our role is to lobby the UK
Government and the EU. You can help us to
ensure the UK does not ignore the voice of the
Saharawi people.


Follow the news about EU's
illegal fisheries in Western
Sahara

The EU pays Morocco to fish in occupied
Western Sahara.

WSC Newsletter August 22
WSC Newsletter April 2022
WSC Newsletter December 2021
WSC Newsletter November 2021
WSC Newsletter July 2021
WSC Newsletter May 2021
WSC Newsletter March 2021
WSC Newsletter January 2021
WSC Newsletter November 2020
WSC Newsletter September 2020
WSC Newsletter June 2020
WSC Newsletter January 2020
WSC Newsletter July 2019
WSC N l tt F b 2019

http://www.smalgangen.org/lEN
http://www.smalgangen.org/lEN
http://www.smalgangen.org/a138x972
http://www.smalgangen.org/a138x975
http://www.smalgangen.org/a138x976
http://www.smalgangen.org/a146x1081
http://www.smalgangen.org/a146x1089
http://www.smalgangen.org/a146x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/a148x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/a153x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/a167x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/a145x0
http://www.smalgangen.org/xpcm.php?dl=en
http://twitter.com/WSCUK
http://www.wsrw.org/
http://www.smalgangen.org/a146x1130
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/your-meps/uk_meps.html
http://www.smalgangen.org/index.php?cat=search&dl=en
http://www.fishelsewhere.eu/
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1180
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1177
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1176
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1175
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1172
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1169
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1168
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1162
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1163
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1158
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1150
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1149
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1140
http://www.smalgangen.org/a154x1134


10/23/22, 2:50 PM WSC Newsletter July 2018 - wsahara.org.uk

www.smalgangen.org/a154x1131 2/3

consulted.
•	The Agreement will only benefit the Moroccan and European economic operators and the
Moroccan settler population; it will not benefit the Saharawi population most of which is
exiled in refugee camps. 
•	The Agreement reinforces Morocco's illegal annexation and undermines UN-led peace
efforts.

Saharawi Groups Oppose EU's Western Sahara Trade Plan

93 Saharawi groups have called on the EU institutions to respect the will of the people of
Western Sahara when negotiating trade or fisheries agreements that will affect their
occupied land.

“We call upon the EU member states and the EU Parliament to reject any proposed
agreement covering Western Sahara that does not have the explicit consent of the
POLISARIO Front, as the legitimate representative – and recognized by the UN as such - of
the people of Western Sahara", the text reads.
Read the full appeal here.

The document has been signed by 93 Saharawi organisations from the occupied territory,
the refugee camps and the diaspora.

The organisations express their full support to solid EU-Morocco relations, but ask that they
be limited to Morocco proper.

The EU Member States are expected to vote on a proposed trade arrangement for Western
Sahara that has been negotiated with Morocco - following a ruling by the EU Court of Justice
in December 2016 concluding that no EU-Morocco trade or association agreement could be
applied to Western Sahara, unless with the consent of the people of Western Sahara.

At no point prior to or during the negotiations with Morocco, has the EU Commission sought
the consent of the people of Western Sahara. Instead, it undertook a consultation process in
which it has heard from Moroccan elected officials and economic operators - falsely claiming
that the Saharawi representation, the Polisario Front, had also taken part. Many of the
organisations signing the above document had also been dishonestly presented by the
Commission as having taken part in the consultation process - but, as the document points
out, they had not even been asked.
Read more here

How the European Commission Intends to Wilfully Disregard the CJEU ruling

The European Commission is trying to push through a new trade agreement with Morocco
for the territory of Western Sahara, in disregard of the Court of Justice of EU judgment of
2016. WSRW has summarised why its approach is wrong.

11 June 2018, the EU Commission sent a proposed amendment to the EU-Morocco Trade
Protocols to the EU Member States and the EU Parliament for approval. The proposal seeks
to extend the scope of the trade deal into occupied Western Sahara.

Western Sahara Resource Watch has written a short brief outlining the most problematic
points of the Commission's approach.
Read the brief

Morocco Demands Twice As Much to Fish in Western Sahara Waters

84 million in return for fishing licenses - is what Rabat threw on the table in the EU-Morocco
negotiations for a new Fisheries Protocol.

According to Moroccan Media, the Moroccan government is upping the ante in the current
negotiations between Rabat and Brussels to reach a new Fisheries Protocol. Morocco now
demands 800 million Moroccan Dirham - or €84 million - in exchange for fishing licences for
EU vessels. 
Under the current protocol, which expired last Saturday, Morocco receives around €40
million annually. 

On 15 June 2018, the Western Sahara liberation movement Polisario announced that a new
case has been launched regarding the EU-Morocco plans to cooperate on fisheries in the
waters of occupied Western Sahara.
Read more

New Report from Adala UK: The Visit of Mr Horst Köhler, UN Special Envoy for
Western Sahara

The creation of a state of siege, a wave of arrests, police violence, demonstrations and a
media blockade.

The UN Special Envoy Horst Khöler recently visited Western Sahara in order to gain a deeper
understanding of the conflict. The Special envoy, after having visited the Saharawi Refugee
camps in Tindouf, Algeria, arrived in the capital of Western Sahara, Layounee, on 28 June
2018. He toured the non self governing territory until Sunday, 1 July 2018. 

Prior to the visit of the UN Special Envoy the Kingdom of Morocco systematically intensified
the grip of repression in the occupied territory with the transportation of thousands of police
officers, auxiliary and gendarmerie forces to Western Sahara and the arrest of more than 50
Saharawi. Adala UK witnessed growing repression on the Saharawi civil society and
increasing use of police violence towards demonstrators. 
Read the Report and Recommendations 

Creation of an African Mechanism Important Step in Resolving the Conflict in
Western Sahara

The decision, adopted unanimously by the leaders of the African Union (AU), on the creation
of an African mechanism for the issue of Western Sahara is an “anticipatory initiative” likely
to revitalize the AU’s key role, as a fully-committed partner for the United Nations (UN),
 and an “important step” considering the Moroccan position aimed at undermining the
African efforts for the settlement of the conflict in Western Sahara, said Thursday the
Polisario Front in a letter sent to the United Nations and the Security Council.
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The letter emphasized that the Sahrawi authorities welcomed “the historic decision” adopted
unanimously by AU leaders on the creation of an African mechanism for Western Sahara,
pointing out that it reflects the AU’s concern over the unjustified delay in the decolonization
process of Western Sahara, a member State of the African Union.”

The African Union, added the Polisario Front, “works, as part of its responsibilities, to the
strengthening of peace and stability in the continent, in accordance with the UN Charter and
AU’s constitutive Act whose 4th article stipulates the importance of the peaceful settlement
of conflicts between the member countries of the African Union which remains a partner of
the United Nations and the guarantor of the implementation of the settlement plan of UN
and OAU in 1991, accepted by the two parties to the conflict (Polisario Front- Morocco) and
adopted by the United Nations Security Council and General Assembly.” (SPS)
Read more

Profit Over Peace in Western Sahara

A new book has been published describing the political aspects of the plunder of the natural
resources of occupied Western Sahara.
The book looks at how commercial interests undermine self-determination in the last colony
in Africa. It explores the political arguments that the European Commission used to defend
the illegal EU fisheries agreement in the waters offshore Western Sahara back in 2011. It
also studies the arrest of the NM Cherry Blossom bulk vessel in South Africa in 2017,
containing phosphate rock from the territory.

It is edited by Erik Hagen (board member of WSRW) and Mario Pfeiffer. The book is bi-
lingual - English and Arabic. To buy the book or for any questions regarding the book, please
contact the author at erik@wsrw.org
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